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offers many opportunities for nations 
to claim they are complying with the 
treaty while really carrying on as nor-
mal. This has the effect of legitimizing 
the actions of bad actors. 

We have a regular system for actu-
ally making the decisions about what 
we will export and to whom we will ex-
port. This system takes many things 
into account, but it is fundamentally 
based on upholding the United States’ 
national interest. It is not controlled 
by exporters, unlike in Europe, where 
exporter interests actually dominate 
their policies. This Arms Trade Treaty 
will do nothing to change that, but it 
will give exporter-dominated nations a 
shield to hide behind. 

Every nation-state can control the 
arms trade if it is truly willing to do 
so—and the United States is ready to 
help—but few have meaningful laws 
about the arms trade, and even fewer 
make any attempt to enforce them. 
The United States has two major pro-
grams to help the serious countries: 

First, the Export Control and Re-
lated Border Security Assistance—and 
it goes by the term EXBS—is run from 
the State Department. The second is 
the Humanitarian Mine Action Pro-
gram, HMA, which includes stockpile 
conventional munitions assistance, in-
tended to assist in the disposal, demili-
tarization, security, and management 
of explosive stockpiles, which is run by 
the Department of Defense. 

According to the State Department, 
the U.S. has contributed over $2 billion 
to reduce the harmful effects of illicit, 
indiscriminately used conventional 
weapons through the Conventional 
Weapons Destruction Program, which 
includes the HMA. In other words, the 
United States actually backs its words 
with money and investment, and we 
have made that attempt throughout 
the whole world. 

Listen, our arms export control sys-
tem is the gold standard of the world. 
We are not greedy with our gold. We 
are willing to share our practical 
knowledge with nation-states that are 
serious about arms export controls. Let 
us not fall for the fool’s gold of a trea-
ty that truly overpromises and under-
delivers. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to express 
my gratitude to the Members of Con-
gress from around the country who 
joined me tonight in this Special Order 
to oppose the United Nations Arms 
Trade Treaty. 

I would ask the citizens of the United 
States, as Mr. STOCKMAN said, to please 
wake up. We are losing our country day 
by day in ways that we do not recog-
nize, in ways that we do not know, and, 
truly, the sacrifice that this Nation 
has made over the years is of our 1.4 
million men and women in uniform 
who have died to preserve those per-
sonal freedoms and liberties. 

This is not a good day for the United 
States. This is a day when the United 
States lowered its expectations in its 
exceptionalism to something that does 
not truly protect the United States and 

that has a dire effect on our sov-
ereignty as a Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, as a gun 
owner and lifetime member of the NRA, I sup-
port the Second Amendment and every indi-
vidual’s right to keep and bear arms. 

But today, that right is threatened by the 
United Nations Arms Trade Treaty. I am out-
raged by the administration’s intention to sign 
this treaty—a treaty that directly attacks our 
Second Amendment rights through subversion 
and bureaucratic tricks. 

How does the treaty do so, you ask? I’ll 
name two . . . 

First, this treaty is purposely ambiguous. It 
binds the United States to a treaty that has yet 
to be fully written. That means that only after 
signing will the treaty’s fine points be written. 
Why are we signing onto a treaty when we 
don’t know what’s in it? How many times have 
the American people endured thousands of 
regulations written into a law only after it has 
been signed by the administration? 

Second, and most offensive, is the treaty’s 
encouragement to signing governments to col-
lect the identities of the ultimate owners of im-
ported firearms. This treaty appears to give 
the administration the cover it needs to start a 
gun registry—a gun registry that I’m sure they 
will claim is harmless. 

For those and other reasons, I am disturbed 
by the consequences this treaty could have on 
America’s Second Amendment rights. And 
many of my constituents back home in Texas 
share this same concern. 

No government—be it foreign or domestic— 
should be allowed to infringe on our constitu-
tional Second Amendment rights. 

I remain strongly opposed to the U.N. Arms 
Trade Treaty. I will continue to work with my 
like–minded colleagues in the Senate to reject 
this or any future treaties that would seek to 
barter away our Second Amendment rights 
and outsource American sovereignty. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today through September 
29 on account of attending to family 
acute medical care and hospitalization. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 4 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Thursday, 
September 26, 2013, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3078. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s March 2013 Semi-Annual Report 

providing the progress toward destruction of 
the U.S. stockpile of lethal chemical agents 
and munitions by the Chemical Weapons 
Convention (CWC) deadline of April 29, 2012, 
but not later than December 31, 2017; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

3079. A letter from the NACIQI Executive 
Director, Department of Education, trans-
mitting the annual report of the National 
Advisory Committee on Institutional Qual-
ity and Integrity for Fiscal Year 2012, pursu-
ant to 20 U.S.C. 1145(e); to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

3080. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting report prepared by the 
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States to be trans-
mitted to the Congress within the sixty-day 
period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3081. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting pursuant to section 
3(d) of the Arms Export Control Act, as 
amended, certification regarding the pro-
posed transfer of major defense equipment 
(Transmittal No. RSAT-13-3517); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

3082. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the 
semiannual report detailing payments made 
to Cuba as a result of the provision of tele-
communications services pursuant to De-
partment of the Treasury specific licenses as 
required by section 1705(e)(6) of the Cuban 
Democracy Act of 1992, as amended by Sec-
tion 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and Demo-
cratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, 22 
U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), and pursuant to Executive 
Order 13313 of July 31, 2003; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

3083. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), sec-
tion 505(c) of the International Security and 
Deveopment Cooperation Act of 1985, 22 
U.S.C. 2349aa-9(c), and pursuant to Executive 
Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, a six-month peri-
odic report on the natioal emergency with 
respect to Iran that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3084. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3085. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting 
the Board’s budget request for fiscal year 
2015, in accordance with Section 7(f) of the 
Railroad Retirement Act; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

3086. A letter from the Pricipal Deputy As-
sistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port entitled, ‘‘Transforming Today’s Vision 
Into Tomorrow’s Reality’’; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

3087. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Special 
Local Regulations; Jacksonville Dragon 
Boat Festival; St. Johns River; Jacksonville, 
FL [Docket Number: USCG-2013-0652] (RIN: 
1625-AA08) received September 19, 2013, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3088. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Special 
Local Regulation; Red Bull Flugtag Miami, 
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